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Magnificent Truth

Where then does wisdom come from?

And where is this place of understanding?...

God understands its way,

And He knows its place.

For He looks to the ends of the earth;

He sees everything under the heavens....

Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom;

And to turn away from evil is understanding. (Job 28:20, 23-24, 28, NASB)

God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all. (1 John 1:5, NASB)

O God,

You are absolute truth!
How magnificent You are,
so how magnificent is the truth!
The truth is
beautiful,
holy, and
loving,
and in You we
know it,
speak it, and
live it.



The Truth

You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free (John 8:31-32, NIV)

Truth is reality.
Truth is the way things really are.
It flows from You,
the source of all being and
the center of reality.

Thus living in You, Lord God, is
living in the truth.
It is living in line with reality.
It is natural, harmonious living.
Living in You is
living in peace.

Anything not in line with You is unnatural,
out of harmony with reality.

It is a lie,
doomed to cause unhappiness and
ultimately to pass away.

Humility is truth.
Pride is a lie.

Your glory is truth.

Any other glory is a lie.

Oneness with You and with other believers is truth.
Self-exaltation is a lie.

Lord Jesus, purify my heart and mind and life.
Help me think and live in You.

All that you see is temporary and passing.
Your relationship with the living God will
always be the focus of reality for you.
Set your heart on Him alone.



Hymn recording: Beyond Imagination
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Beyond Imagination
TUNE: O God, Our Help in Ages Past (ST. ANNE)

Psalm 34:8; Galatians 5:22-23; Ephesians 3:14-21
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Start with God

Do you want to better understand your life?
Do you want to better understand your world?
Yourself?
Start with God.
See Him high and lifted up.
See Him for who He is:
all power,
all wisdom,
all love, justice, and rightness.

All that is flows from Him, the Source.
All that is flows through Him,

the Mover,

the Means,

the Doer,

the Planner,

the Power.
All that is flows to Him, the Goal.

To understand
your purpose,
your design,
your destiny,
start with Him,
for He is the Source and Goal of all you are.
This marvelous God made You in His own image.
He made you to be like Himself.

He is holy,
free from wrong,
free from anything that binds, corrupts, or destroys.
And He longs to make you holy.
He understands your limitations, yet
He intends to make you holy as He is holy,
completely,
freely,
naturally,
by simple faith.

He loves
lavishly,



abundantly,
without any selfishness or reserve.
And He frees you to love the same.

He is eternal,
without beginning or end.
He is unbound by time —
never hurried.
Time is not His master,
but His slave.
And He wants to share His limitless eternity with you.

Do you want to understand
your purpose,
your design,
your destiny?
Do you want to begin to experience
what your life can be
today and every day?
Know and worship God
high and lifted up.
Start with Him.

Father,
throughout my days,
throughout my life,
here and forever,
fill my thoughts with
all You are!

Hymn recording: All-in-all
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All-in-all

Psalm 39:4-7; 90:1-12; 104:1-2; Acts 17:28;
Romans 1:20; Ephesians 3:14-21; Colossians 1:19; 2:9-10
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The Most Natural Way

All the ways of the Lord are loving and faithful
toward those who keep the demands of his covenant. (Psalm 25:10, NIV)

What if it's all true:
What if all that is was created by a wonderful Being,
more vast and mysterious than the universe itself;
if He formed us and somehow patterned us after himself;
if He loves us as His own children;
if He came to us in person to share our lives,
to deliver us from our wrongness,
to die for us when we couldn't help ourselves;
if this Creator wants to teach us the happiest way to live . . .
What if it's all true?

Look at this beautiful, orderly, intricate world. Look at Jesus Christ - His love, His self-
sacrifice. Look at yourself and the wrongness you sense inside. If all the above is true,
then how should we be living? Shouldn't we turn to our loving, wise Creator to find the
best, the simplest, the most natural way to live?

He has put us here together, His children, to care for each other and to depend on each
other. He has given us families, friends, communities. Yet we think and live so selfishly,
and so many among us are needy and lonely.

He provides for us beautifully and abundantly day by day. What do we need that His
world doesn't provide? Yet we are anxious, fearful, and greedy.

He wants to enrich us in ways we can't even imagine. He wants us to know Him better.
He wants each of us to have a face-to-face relationship with Him. Yet we consider Him
irrelevant and look right past Him.

Look at the people around you. Look within yourself. Is anxiety and selfishness really
the most natural way to live? The most common, perhaps, but the simplest, the most
peaceful, the most satisfying? In our smallness and helplessness, is it logical to ignore
the One who created us?

The One who gives us day and night, sun and rain, work and rest, the One who
conceived and shaped this world of ours, cannot He guide us to the most natural way to

live?

Cannot He help you become the person you were designed to be, that you want to be?



Is He not listening if you talk to Him right now?

| have a personal, constant relationship with
the Lord of all reality.
We converse freely.
We walk together in relaxed silence,
like loving Parent and child.
What could be more wonderful than this?

Hymn recording: Present Lord
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Present Lord
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Reflection on Hebrews 6:19-20

This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and reliable and
one which enters within the veil, where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us,
having become a high priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek
(Hebrews 6:19-20, NASB).

What does an anchor do?
It grips immovable ground so that
when all the storms of this world
attack us and
pressure us and
try to blow us away,
we are held steady.

So what is the immovable ground
to which we anchor ourselves?
It is the
unchanging,
immovable,
eternal,
almighty
GOD,
the | AM,
the source and ground of
all Being and
all reality.

And what is the anchor that
grips Him and
will never let go?
Our anchor is
the hope He has given us.
This is not the weak “hope so” of human hope, but
the absolute confidence,
the full assurance
that God
is all He says He is and
will do all He says He will do.

His Word is sovereign.
He speaks, and
His will becomes reality.



His promises
never change,
never weaken with time, and
never fail.

Anchor yourself to what
cannot and
will not move.
Anchor yourself to
Almighty God.

Father,
| am not sure of myself,
but | am sure of You.

Hymn recording: Anchored in God
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Anchored in God

Hebrews 6:19-20
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Perfect Love, Wisdom, and Power

Father, You are perfect love.

With all Your being

You always want what is best for me.
| will trust You.

You are perfect wisdom.
You always know what is best.
| will trust You.

You are perfect power.
You are fully able to do all that is best.
| will trust You.

Perfect love.
Perfect wisdom.
Perfect power.

You never change.
You will always be who You have always been.
You will always do what You have always done.
You will finish everything You start.

| will trust You.

When appearances deny You, and
even when | can’t understand You,
| will trust You,
restin You, and
rejoice in You.

As | wait in the darkness,
my God,
You are working out Your purpose.

Hymn recording: You Are Lord
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You Are Lord

Psalm 46:1-3; 56:3; Philippians 2:9-11
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Set Apart
“Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.” (John 17:17, NIV)

We are weak, imperfect people

sent into an evil, hostile world

to do the work of a holy God.
How can we be protected from the evil all around us?
How can we effectively do God’s work here?

We must be sanctified.

“Sanctified” means “set apart”.

We must be set apart to God:
consecrated entirely to Him,
cleansed and made entirely His own,
equipped for His service.

What does God use to set us apart entirely as His own?
He sets us apart and keeps us
by the truth—that is,
by the reality and reliability of His mighty word.
We go into this evil world in complete safety and
do His work boldly and effectively
because we are shielded and empowered by
the reality and reliability of Who He is and all He says.

In all our weakness

we can be holy and effective in this world
because God is Who He is, and

we are in Him.

As you trust God,
you can do
anything He calls you to do.
Anything!

Hymn recording: Lord Jesus, Living Presence
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Lord Jesus, Living Presence
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Reflection on Psalm 77

My God, You never change.
My body,
my emotions,
my world
are blown about on a
sea of change.

You see all reality.
You see and
know and
are only
complete, absolute truth.
| tend to see and feel through
small and self-centered eyes.
What | see and feel is often
not reality.

So when | pray to You,
transcendent,
all-knowing,
almighty God,

help me to keep my eyes focused always on
You,
not me.

Keep me trusting You,
loving You, and
praising You.

Keep me patiently waiting and

rejoicing in
Your perfect will and
Your perfect timing.

Almighty Father,
| cannot see or feel You
responding to my prayer.
But | remember what
You have done in the past, and
| trust You.



Hymn recording: Psalm 77
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Psalm 77
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Reflection on Psalm 139

You know me, Father.
You know me

constantly and

completely.
Whatever | am doing,

however | am distracting myself,
beyond my shallow self-understanding,
fuzzy motives and all,

You know me.
Your knowing

surrounds me and

encircles me,

penetrating to the very core of

who | am and
why | do what | do.

At the very root of my thoughts,
before | speak,
before | act,

You know.

You understand.
Your hand is always on me.

You are with me
every moment,
in that intimate knowing.
Wherever | am,
whatever my situation,
whatever stress is pressing in on me,
You are with me.
| cannot hide from You
anything about myself.
It is futile to try.
You were the One weaving me together
in my mother’'s womb,
before even she knew | was there.

So,
since | cannot run, and
since | cannot hide,
search me.
Try me.



Know me completely.
If there is anything that doesn’t please Your
all-wise,
all-loving heart,
do what only You can do, and
enable me to do what only | can do.
Make me right,
through and through.
| know You want to, and
| know You can.
Now | want it, too.

Creator,
recreate me in the beautiful image of
Your holy, loving Son,
Jesus Christ.

Make me just like Him!

Father, You know me thoroughly and
in every detail,
from my roots on up.
Examine me, and
help me to simply trust You in

all my thoughts and

all my ways.
Complete our loving union,

O my God!

Hymn recording: Psalm 139


http://www.lnwhymns.com/data/mp3/792.mp3

Thank you, Dr. Richard Neiderhiser
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Can We Reasonably Trust the Bible?
Psalm 119:89, 91, 96-97

Can we trust the Bible? Can a book that is so thoroughly human in its origins
reasonably claim to be completely and timelessly true? We say that it is inspired by
God, but does that make it any more accurate than all the other writings that God has,
in some sense, inspired?

Without pretending to give complete answers to these questions, let me share these
thoughts. First, | find it meaningful to look to Jesus Christ. John 1 refers to Him as the
Word — that is, the Word of God. He also was fully human in every way, yet fully divine.
His thoughts, His words, and His life were uniquely, beautifully pure and true.

If we affirm that the Bible is the Word of God, we find confidence that it also can be
uniquely, beautifully pure and true. Just as He was one perfect, human-but-divine life
among many righteous-but-imperfect lives, so we can reasonably believe that the Bible
is one fully inspired, human-but-divine book among many inspired-but-imperfect books.

The truthfulness of the Bible is thus driven by the same energy that drove the life of
Christ: God’s loving desire to be fully known by His people. We also must take seriously
what the Bible says repeatedly about itself, or at least portions of itself:

e Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not
need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15,
NASB).

e All Scripture is inspired [margin: God-breathed] (2 Timothy 3:16, NASB).

e The law of the Lord is perfect...sure...right...pure...clean...true (Psalm 19:7-
9, NASB).

e The words of the Lord are pure words; as silver tried in a furnace on the earth,
refined seven times (Psalm 12:6, NASB).

| trust the Bible as
one fully inspired book among
many inspired-but-imperfect books
for the same reason | trust Jesus Christ as
one perfect person among
many good-but-imperfect people:
because | trust my Father’s passion for being fully and accurately known by His people.

Father, You have communicated
precious, eternal truths to me,



and at such a cost!
Help me to read and
truly hear and
keep each one,
with Your Spirit’s help within.

Hymn recording: The Word of the Lord
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The Word of the Lord

Psalm 33:4-11; Isaiah 40:8
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Embracing Our Ignorance

As the heavens are higher than the earth,
So are My ways higher than your ways
And My thoughts than your thoughts.
(Isaiah 55:9, NASB)

| treasure God’s Word and have spent much of my life reading and studying it. Thus |
have strong opinions on some theological issues.

At one point | had just finished studying an important section of scripture and had come
away with the conviction, more powerful than ever, that those who disagreed with me on
the interpretation of that scripture were wrong, and dangerously wrong. | prayed and
asked God what He wanted me to do about their “serious error”. He told me, “Do what |
trained you to do: write a clear and practical hymn based on that passage.” | did, and
when finished, | felt good about the hymn and the accuracy of its message.

But as | looked at the completed hymn, | realized that it was just as acceptable and
meaningful to my “theological opponents” as it was to me.

Perhaps that was because hymns are best when they are heartfelt and life-centered.
And while believers often disagree about theology on a theoretical level, they rarely
disagree about the way we all should live and long to live. For the most part, we are one
in that living faith.

I've often experienced a strange silence from God about theological positions | consider
erroneous. I've sensed that somehow, He was more tolerant than I. | kept expecting
Him to send me out against the misguided with my sword drawn. He never has.

God gradually helped me realize that He hadn’t called me to straighten out all that is
false in the world and in His Church. He has called me to lift up Jesus Christ so that all
may find the truth in Him.

Let’s face it. Ignorance is something we all have in common. We are small, short-lived,
often self-centered creatures. We are tiny specks in a sea of time, space, and spiritual
reality. Our ignorance, at least in this life, is inherent and inescapable. If God couldn’t
put up with our ignorance, He would have nothing to do with us.

| pray that God keeps me conscious of my own ignorance and patient with everyone

else’s. At the same time, | want my life to boldly, unfailingly proclaim the beautiful, living
truth that is in Jesus Christ alone.

Father,



we try to bind You with the ropes of our own
ignorance and
weakness.
But You are beyond all
our limitations,
our control,
our understanding, and
our imagination.
You are the | AM.

Hymn recording: | Have the Truth
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I Have the Truth
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Wisdom in Our Ignorance

Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable his judgments,
and his paths beyond tracing out! (Romans 11:33, NIV)

We human beings are inherently ignorant. Physically we live a fraction of a second on a
grain of sand in a universe that is ancient and vast beyond all imagining. Our
perspective and objectivity are minuscule. Our view of truth is highly tainted by our
personal prejudices and selfish desires. To claim that we understand reality, or that our
minds and limited senses are an accurate gauge of reality, is laughable. Ignorance is
common to each and every one of us.

God in His greatness has chosen to reveal Himself to us. And by degree He graciously
helps us understand reality as we understand Him. He has given us His own Spirit to
enlighten and guide us.

But we have this treasure in jars of clay (2 Corinthians 4:7, NIV). As we trust His
revealed Truth and faithfully speak the Truth and live the Truth, we need to remember
our limitations and the weakness of the vessel in which we hold His treasure. Our
understanding of our great and boundless God is always only partial.

Yet God’s promise to us is this:

e God, who through the millennia has spoken to us in many different ways, has
spoken fully and finally in Jesus Christ, His own Son (Hebrews 1:1-2).

e In Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, and you have been given
fullness in Christ (Colossians 2:9-10a, NIV).

All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden in Christ (Colossians 2:3). If you
desire wisdom, if you want understanding, seek Him.

In Jesus Christ
we have infinite room to
discover,
grow, and
become.



Hymn recording: The Truth of God Is Greater Far
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The Truth of God Is Greater Far

TUNE: I Sing the Mighty Power of God (ELLACOMBE)
Psalm 119:96; Isaiah 55:8-9; Romans 11:33-36; Colossians 2:2-3; Hebrews 1:1-3
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Pride

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. (Philippians 2:3, NIV)

Pride focuses thought, energy, and attention on me -
a poor,
pitiable,
helpless creature —
rather than on our
magnificent,
loving,
eternal Father.

Pride steals glory and praise from God.
It distracts those He would draw to himself.

Pride is a lie.

It cloaks me in
darkness and
self-delusion

rather than in
light,
love, and
truth.

Pride focuses inward rather than
upward and
outward.

It makes my world smaller.

Pride perverts,
binds,
blinds, and
destroys.

Merciful Jesus, save me from the foolishness of pride.

Father, since You are who You are and
| am who | am,
help me to starve my gluttonous ego,



not feed it.

Hymn recording: | Fix My Thoughts on You
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I Fix My Thoughts on You

Psalm 141:8a; Hebrews 12:2
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Humility

From Him and through Him and to Him are all things.
To Him be the glory forever. (Romans 11:36, NASB)

Humility is seeing God.
Humility is worshiping Him.
Humility is loving Him with
all our heart, soul, mind, and strength.

Humility is loving others fully and joyfully.

Humility is truth.
It is seeing the world and ourselves
as we really are.

Humility is sweet freedom from
life’s most constant and most crushing burden:
the burden of self-concern.

Humility is the freedom to release selfish anxiety and
embrace Christ for all He is.

Father, humility is knowing You.
It is one of the gifts of knowing You are with me.
Thank You, my Lord!

Don’t despise your own
weakness and smallness.
They glorify God.

He uses them to display
His power and greatness.

Hymn recording: Meekness
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60

Meekness

TUNE: I Am His, and He Is Mine (EVERLASTING LOVE)
Isaiah 6:1-7; Matthew 5:5; 11:28-30; Ephesians 4:1-3; Colossians 3:12-13
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Lord, Give Me Light

[Jesus] said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in
darkness." (John 8:12, NIV)

Lord, give me light from Your side of reality today.
Don't leave me here in the darkness of

my own little plans and

preoccupations.

Talk to me about what You see as important.
Lead me into what You want me to do.
Teach my heart to feel

what You feel

where You're sitting.

Lord, give me light from Your side of reality today.
Don't leave me here in the darkness of

my own little plans and

preoccupations.

| don't want this to be an empty day,
a self-centered day.

As | pause, Lord, draw me closer.

Teach me about You.

Use me as would please You, Lord.

| love You.

Father, help me not to limit reality to
my own puny understanding.
I am so small.
There is so much | can realize
only by trusting You.

Only by trusting You can | begin to
know You and
understand Your Word and
grasp all You can do.



Hymn recording: Lead Me On
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Lead Me On

Philippians 3:12-14
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fear but re - joic-ing, For I'm walk - ing,Lord, in You.
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