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Magnificent Love

| have loved you with an everlasting love;
Therefore | have drawn you out with kindness. (Jeremiah 31:3, NASB)

Because your love is better than life,
my lips will glorify you. (Psalm 63:3, NIV)

Thank You, Father, for
the joy of living in
the largeness of
all You are!
| breathe in the
wide-open spaces of
Your greatness and
love!



God’s Burning Love

God is love (1 John 4:8).

He is deep,
complete,
changeless love.
All He does,
all He says,
all He is
is love.
His love —
deeply desiring the very best for all He has made —
His power —

creating, supporting, and ruling all He has made — and
His wisdom —

completely knowing all He has made —
are infinite and

inseparable.
His love reaches everywhere

His power and His knowing go.
He completely knows and

completely loves

all He has made.
His infinite power,

infinite wisdom, and

infinite love
are simply different aspects of

His all-ness.

There is no indifference in His love —
never,
to not even the slightest degree.
No coolness.
No distance.
No half-heartedness.
No distraction.
No unthinking routine.
His love is a fire
that blazes eternally,
white-hot.

But His love never forces itself on any of us.



He whispers.
He woos.
And yes, He sometimes shouts.
But then He always waits.
He never enters without an invitation.
He watches for even the smallest, weakest response, then
patiently,
unhurriedly,
tenderly,
wisely
fans it into flame,
as His creature allows.

Father, I love You!

Help me to love You and
know You
more and
more.

Do you regret some chapters in
the story of your life?
Realize that the ending is not yet written.
The ending could change
a tragedy about you to
a love story about Him.
Remember,
you are not the lead character.
He is.

Hymn recording: Your Ceaseless, Unexhausted Love
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Your Ceaseless, Unexhausted Love
TUNE: Must Jesus Bear the Cross Alone? (MAITLAND)
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Creator

You created my inmost being;

you knit me together in my mother’s womb.

| praise you because | am fearfully and wonderfully made.
your works are wonderful.

(Psalm 139:13-14, NIV)

Creator,

Father,

| am Yours—

life, breath, mind, energy,

spirit and body, past and future,

| am entirely Yours.

Conceived by Your love,

knit together by Your infinite wisdom,
born and cradled by Your power,
| am the child of Your very being,
O Lord of all.

You love me.

Father God,

before the mountains could witness it,

You invested yourself in me.

You devoted yourself to my needs.

Driven by love, You held nothing back—

now, then, always.

| don’t understand it, but

everything around me says it is so—

the air, my food and water, every pattern and color,
every conversation with a friend.

Reminders flood my senses from birth through death.

Creator,

Father,

Your glory invites me to come and know You,

and prodded by my needs, my failures and anxieties,
| look up to You.

| hunger for You.

Father, fulfill in me that unhindered relationship

that Your love has always craved,

that Your wisdom would patiently teach,

that Your power can provide.



Draw my life energies into yourself,

the Source and Goal of all | am.

Enable me to become all | can become,
to grow, to learn, to discover and aspire,
but all in You and unto You.

Creator,

Father,

nurture that trust within me.
Nurture that love.

True wealth is not possessing, but
being possessed by Almighty God.

Hymn recording: Fear Not, You Are Mine
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Fear Not, You Are Mine

Isaiah 43:1-7
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Infinite Love

What is man that you are mindful of him,
the son of man that you care for him? (Psalm 8:4, NIV)

The Creator of this vast universe deeply, personally loves us tiny, troublesome human
beings. How can that make sense?

Look at the universe and see God'’s power. It reaches to the farthest corners of physical
reality and to every microscopic detail. His power reaches to infinity in both directions, to
galaxies and to water-drop worlds. Some are too vast and some too tiny for us to trace
with our senses. But everything is created and controlled by His will.

His wisdom and knowledge reach everywhere His power goes. We marvel that He can
know everything all the time. But is it so unbelievable that the One able to create all this
can also stay in constant contact with it, that He can always know it completely?

What’s more, His love is as deep, rich, creative, and complete as His power and
knowledge. He not only created all that is and knows all that is, but He cares for it all,
constantly and completely. Like His power and understanding, His love enfolds all He
has made.

His love enfolds each of us, every moment and forever. His love is enabled by infinite
ability and is guided by infinite wisdom. His love for you is unlimited and unfailing. You
can trust Him. You can trust Him with every concern, no matter how far-flung or how
trivial, for in every detail His love knows and controls and cares.

Father, as | look back,
| realize that as | simply trust You,
You bring a consistency to my life that is
totally beyond me.
| stumble through life.
My response to You is on and off,
lukewarm,
self-centered,
easily distracted.

It is so far less than the truth demands.
But You are always with me,
always guiding,
always enabling,



always blessing.
Thank You, merciful and patient Father!

Hymn recording: My Loving Father
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My

Loving Father

Job 26:14; Psalm 19:1-4; 139; Isaiah 40:12-31; Matthew 6:9-10
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The Joy of Your Presence
Inspired by Psalm 84

O Father, how | love being in Your presence!
When | realize that | am with You,
all I am sings for joy,

body,

mind, and

spirit.

You are infinitely above me
in excellence,
in power, and
in holiness.
Yet when | am with You, | sense that
this is where | belong.
| know a freedom,
a rightness,
arestin You.

This life is not easy, Father.
The needs never end.
There is weariness,
darkness, and
deep sorrow.
But when | realize that all of life is a journey to You,
everything changes!
Weariness turns to praise.
Darkness shines with Your unfailing goodness.
Sorrow is matched with an inexpressible joy.
Your presence lights my pathway every day.
But what is more,
You Yourself are the heaven toward which | travel.

O Father, absorb my
every thought and
every desire.

You are my joy,
now and forever!



O Father, my heart sings for
joy in You,
my King,
my Shepherd,
my God!
You are
all my strength and
the light of my life.

You turn my troubles into

blessings.

You give me what | need
every single day, and
You are bringing me

certainly,
securely
to Yourself.
| choose You over
any other good,
You who withhold no good from Your children.
| love YOU and
trust YOU!

Hymn recording: Psalm 84
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| Am His Child

Just as a father has compassion on his children,

So the Lord has compassion on those who fear Him.
For He Himself knows our frame;

He is mindful that we are but dust.

(Psalm 103:13-14, NASB)

God loves us as a parent loves a newborn child.
An infant doesn’t have to earn the parents’ affection.
A baby is loved because of relationship, not because of merit.

Read the beautiful picture painted in Psalm 103.

The Father understands us far better than we understand ourselves.
He never expects us to live like something we’re not.

We don’t need to pretend with Him.

Instead, He takes the initiative to transform us
into more than we can be on our own.

He wants to make us truly His children.

He wants to make us like our Father in every way.

All He asks is that we respond to Him in trust, step-by-step.

Like Your Son, Father,
may my thoughts flow
from You and
to You.

Keep me hungry for
Your glory,
not mine.

Hymn recording: | Quiet Myself in Your Love
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I Quiet Myself in Your Love
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Today in Your Care

Thus says the Lord, your Creator, O Jacob,

And He who formed you, O Israel,

“Do not fear, for | have redeemed you;

| have called you by name; you are Mine!

When you pass through the waters, | will be with you;

And through the rivers, they will not overflow you.

When you walk through the fire, you will not be scorched,
Nor will the flame burn you.

For | am the Lord your God,

The Holy One of Israel, your Savior.” (Isaiah 43:1-3, NASB)

Sovereign God,
You dwell in eternity,
unmoved by time.
Your promises,
Your purposes,
Your burning love are
always now,
always sure,
always undiminished.

Today
| am in Your tender care.
Here in You,
nothing is forgotten,
nothing ignored,
nothing overlooked,
nothing left to chance.
Your purpose is never threatened.
You suffer no surprises and
no setbacks.
You are not bound
by the present or the past,
by norms or impossibilities.

Within me is
pain,
SOrrow,
weakness, and
uncertainty.
But You have hidden me in Yourself.



| am completely,
eternally,
untouchably safe in You.

The Eternal | AM,

the Source of All,

is my shepherd.
I lack nothing.

Hymn recording: Be Still, My Child
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Be Still, My Child

Psalm 46:10; 121; 131; Isaiah 30:15; 32:17-18

J =58 3rd time to Coda ﬂ}
C C Am F C
C C G F G F6 E Dm7 A F6 G Gsus G7
4 T —— p— I T
#—H'—b’—# | | [ | el [ — | i [
N | 1D ] | | | | T | |
AV} [ 7 | ]
J o o ﬁ‘_‘ QF
o v — r
1. Be still, my child, be still. You are mine. I am yours. I am with you.
(2.Be)  still, my child, be still. Sim-ply rest. You are loved. I am watch-ing.
(3.Be)  still, my child, be stil. You are mine. I am yours. I am with you.
J . » —
6y . T | I I I
P 1 P — % % F I 1 I {
) B—— | 1 | [ Sy | N g ~
\ 4 - [’
c C C F E E¢ C
GI13 C E Fadd9 F G Grsus G A C C G G
2 | — e
QQ? % - | 1 ) | | } T |
o f s
i i . ’:
Be still, my child, be still. Why your grasp-ing, your want - ing, your wor - ry?
Be still, my child, be still. I am here. You can sleep. 1 will hold you.
)
. s - — & » o
0 | I I
e L. — | — |
\ 4 k‘ f E r
Bhadd9 C7 cM? Dsus D7 D hus G G7
G T % Fadd9 F B D7 R G SE G P ocs T
N \ p— \ — — i
v J T 1 | I 1 I | T T | Il |
7 I'bd | | 1 [ [ Q|
[ fan [V |
ANV [ o | ) o
o ]'\./ ‘ o o ‘ 1 ‘ ] ]' E
No fear and no pride. All you need I pro-vide. Be con-tent, and be
No fear by my side. All you need I pro-vide. Be con-tent, and be
T J be e —— ——— J T £ ;:ﬂ:pg%:ﬂ
% P—'—P—F f % I — ! ! gi |
| | | | | || | | — | [ | Il |
‘ \ — \ \ ‘
©® copa
c F
G13 C E F A GI13 C
)
v J I | I I I Il |
7 | [ | | | | Il |
[ [an | | | | | | i |
ANV | | [ | — i |
S L A g
S~ r N
Be still. Be still. Be still.
<) i 4 4 i ,4‘ i —= o |
hdl O | | < | ©Q | Il |
d | | | | O | i |
| [ [ | ] | I i |
s o r\_/ ‘

WORDS: Ken Bible
MUSIC: Robert Schumann and Ken Bible

Copyright © 2012 by LNWhymns.com (ASCAP). All rights reserved.
Administered by Music Services.

CCLI Song #6235091. For CCLI information call 1-800-234-2446.

TRAUMEREI 2
Irregular



God Keeps His Own

| lift up my eyes to the hills—

where does my help come from?

My help comes from the Lord,

the Maker of heaven and earth.

He will not let your foot slip—

he who watches over you will not slumber;
indeed, he who watches over Israel

will neither slumber nor sleep.

The Lord watches over you—

the Lord is your shade at your right hand;
the sun will not harm you by day,

nor the moon by night.

The Lord will keep you from all harm—

he will watch over your life;

the Lord will watch over your coming and going
both now and forever.

(Psalm 121, NIV)

The powerful King of Aram had sent a portion of his army to capture Elisha. By night,
they came and surrounded the city where Elisha and his servant were staying.

When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning,
an army with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. “Oh, my lord, what
shall we do?” the servant asked.

“Don’t be afraid,” the prophet answered. “Those who are with us are more than
those who are with them.”

And Elisha prayed, “O Lord, open his eyes so he may see.” Then the Lord
opened the servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and
chariots of fire all around Elisha. (2 Kings 6:15-17, NIV)

God’s children are precious to Him.

He never leaves our safety to chance.

He guards us with the full power and authority of His sovereignty.
He may ask us to suffer and even die for Him.

But we remain secure in Him.

No one can snatch us out of His hands.



“Let nothing disturb you,
let nothing frighten you.
All things pass —

God never changes.
Patience achieves all it strives for.
Whoever has God lacks nothing —

God alone suffices.”

(Teresa of Avila, 1515-1582)

Hymn recording: Be Still
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Be Still

Psalm 46:10
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God’s Mysterious Love

How often have you heard a non-believer ask,

"How can a loving God...” do or not do this-or-that?
God gets a lot of undeserved blame for

problems caused by human sin.

But it’s true that our loving God doesn’t always do
what we expect Him to do.
We expect Him to spare us from
pain and
struggle and
sorrowful loss.
And sometimes He does —
probably more times than we know.
But sometimes He doesn’t.

How are we to respond to such disappointments?
What do we do when God’s love —

His mysterious love —

doesn’t do what we expect?

Let’s let God speak for Himself:

Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
| fear no evil, for You are with me. (Psalm 23:4, NASB)

All the paths of the Lord are faithfulness and truth
To those who comply with His covenant and His testimonies.
(Psalm 25:10, NASB)

Wait for the Lord,;
Be strong and let your heart take courage;
Yes, wait for the Lord. (Psalm 27:14, NASB)

“My thoughts are not your thoughts,

Nor are your ways My ways,” declares the Lord.

“For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

So are My ways higher than your ways

And My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9, NASB)

“l have loved you with an everlasting love.” (Jeremiah 31:3, NASB)



The Lord’s acts of mercy indeed do not end,

For His compassions do not fail.

They are new every morning;

Great is Your faithfulness.

“The Lord is my portion,” says my soul,

“Therefore | wait for Him.”

The Lord is good to those who await Him,

To the person who seeks Him.

It is good that he waits silently

For the salvation of the Lord.” (Lamentations 3:22-26, NASB)

We know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love
God, to those who are called according to His purpose. (Romans 8:28, NASB)

Oh, the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!
(Romans 11:33, NASB)

You will not always understand what God
does or
doesn’t do.
His wisdom and
His perspective are
far greater and
far higher than our own.
They are eternal and all-encompassing.
His love is purer and more selfless.

But you can always trust that He is acting in
perfect wisdom and
perfect love.

Always.

When God leads us through difficulties,
it's less about teaching us a “lesson” and
more about letting us
experience Him.

He is proving His love and faithfulness to us.
That is the lesson.



Hymn recording: God’s Mysterious Love



http://www.lnwhymns.com/data/mp3/875.mp3

God’s Mysterious Love

Psalms 27:14; 36:5-10; 103:8-14; Isaiah 40:31; 66:13; Jeremiah 31:3;
Lamentations 3:21-26, Luke 15:11-32; Romans 11:33; Ephesians 5:25-27
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Keep Your Eyes on God’s Love

All-wise Creator,
loving Father,

You do not cause the many

horrendous events that plague
our individual lives and
our troubled race.

Death was never Your will for us.
We separated ourselves from You,
the only source of life.

Death is our doing,
not Yours.

Yet for all those who trust You,
You gently, faithfully lead us through

our worst nightmares,

even the valley of the shadow of death (Psalm 23:4).
You are always true to Your promise:

You work all things for good

for those who love and trust You (Romans 8:28).
You redeem even our

deepest griefs and

most profound losses
to bless Your people.

But Your ways are
more subtle,
more nuanced,
more intricate
than our frantic and simplistic prayers —
“Lord, do it all, and
do it RIGHT NOW!”
You work and wait to do everything
in exactly the right way
at exactly the right time.

There is no substitute for
simply
trusting
You,

no matter what.



Loving Father, we gladly leave
Your work in
Your hands to happen in
Your time.

When you cannot understand
what God is doing and not doing,
remind yourself that
it is your understanding that is faulty,
not His.

Hymn recording: A Hymn for Loss and Disappointment
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A Hymn for Loss and Disappointment

TUNE: Amazing Grace (repeat the last phrase of the music)
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Hear God’s Higher Call

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own
possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called
you out of darkness into His marvelous light; for once you were not a people, but
now you are the people of God. (1 Peter 2:9-10, NASB)

See your God for who He is and
all He is.
He is the Father of the entire human family.
He lovingly formed them all to be His very own.
He invested Himself in each and every individual.

Now realize that we are children of this Father,
this loving, universal Father.

He is so much greater than
our self-centered perspective and
limited minds.

He is grander than
our immature faith and
our love, still growing.

This Father is calling us beyond our
small,
fearful,
sectarian ways.
He is calling us to share
His broader mind and
larger heart.
He is urging us toward prayer that believes
He is all He says He is and
does all He says He will do.
He is leading us toward
a faith that is simpler,
a vision that is higher, and
a love that is as universal as He is,
a love that is
boundless and
fearless and
free.

In this lost and needy world, He is calling us to live as
His children,



His Body,

His divine life made flesh and bone.
His compassion for His lost children is
calling us and constraining us to be

the light of the world,

the salt of the earth,

a royal priesthood,

a holy nation.

His love is compelling us and
empowering us to be
the People of God.

Father, as we follow Your Spirit,
we are many members
all working together as one Body.
We are the Body of Jesus Christ Himself,
living and loving in this world.
What an amazing reality!

Hymn recording: We Will Be Your People
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We Will Be Your People

Joshua 24:15
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God Loves to Grow Things

“l am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and | in him, he bears
much fruit.” (John 15:5, NASB)

The truth is all around you:
God loves to grow things.
When you look at your own life, with your
faults,
struggles, and
blind spots,
remember:
God loves to grow things.

When you look at other people,

with all their insensitivities and annoying qualities,
remember:

God loves to grow things.

Think of people as growing things.
You’re seeing them in only one moment of their development.
God, the patient gardener, is working
carefully and joyfully,
moment by moment,
year by year.
He is tenderly nurturing them from
a tiny seed to
beautiful fullness in Him.

Try not to step on His flowers.
If a holy and all-knowing God can love them just as they are,
can’'t we?

All our relationships are to be shaped by
the love of the Father —
His love for them,
for us,
for all of us.
He loves “them” as much as “us”.
In every relationship,
only His unselfish love is worthy of Him.



Hymn recording: Live and Love and Grow in Christ
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Live and Love and Grow in Christ

TUNE: Shepherds! Shake Off Your Drowsy Sleep (BESANCON)
Matthew 5:43-48; John 13:34-35; 1 Corinthians 13;
Ephesians 3:14-21;4; 5; 6:1-9; 1 John 3:18
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The Uncrossable Gap

God is holy.
We were born into sin.
It is all we have ever known.

God is pure light.
As creatures of the darkness,
we instinctively run from Him.

God is love.
In our selfishness
we are suspicious of Him.

God is Spirit.
To us physical creatures,
He seems unreal.

God is perfect wisdom.
To our ignorance,
He seems foolish.

God is all in all, and He offers Himself to us freely and completely.
In ourselves, we cannot see,
cannot know, and
cannot accept Him.

But now God has crossed all the barriers between Him and us.
The Transcendent One has taken flesh and blood.
Holy God is now and forever
wholly human.
He has come all the way to us in Jesus Christ.

Father, | see Your Son, and
| am overwhelmed with
amazement and
joy.

In Him | live
from You and



through You and
to You,
now and forever.
| share His union with You, and
| share His eternal, unbounded life in You.
What a salvation!

Hymn recording: You Came to Us
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for Rob Gerlach

You Came to Us
TUNE: Come, Come, Ye Saints (ALL IS WELL)
John 1:14; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 4:4-5; Philippians 2:5-11;
Colossians 1:15-17; Hebrews 1:1-3; 2:14-17; 1 John 3:2
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The | AM

Jesus Christ is the Word become flesh.
He is the image of the invisible God.
He is all the fullness of the Deity in bodily form.
He is the radiance of the Father’s glory and
the exact representation of His very being.

Holy God is now human.

The Almighty shares our weakness.

Our Sovereign is a humble servant.

The Unapproachable One grants us unlimited access.

The Transcendent, the Incomprehensible, the Unimaginable
has come to us, and
we see Him face to face.

Mystery and intimacy,
power and dependence,
time and eternity
are seamlessly combined in Him.

The Unknowable is knowable
by childlike faith alone.
The glory of the Infinite God,
of whom the vast universe is only
a passing glimpse and
a faint whisper,
is fully revealed in this One.

He shares with us
His wisdom,

His heart,
His breath, and
His peace.

He welcomes us with open arms,
holds us gently in His hand,
lovingly speaks our name, and
calls Himself

our Brother.

All that the Father has,
all that He is, and
all the gifts of His magnificent Being



are ours forever in this One:
Jesus Christ.

All human learning
is an attempt to understand
the reality in which we live,
but we cannot understand reality without
understanding Jesus Christ.
He is the focus of all reality and
its Lord.

Hymn recording: We Can Know Our God Transcendent
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We Can Know Our God Transcendent

Exodus 3:14; 20:4; John 6:35; 8:12; 10:7-11; 11:23-26; 14:5-7; 15:1;
Colossians 1:15-20; 2:9-10; Hebrews 1:1-3; 2:11
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Live Love

All those who had believed were together and had all things in common; and they
began selling their property and possessions and were sharing them with all, as
anyone might have need.

Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from
house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and
sincerity of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people. (Acts 2:44-
47, NASB)

Imagine a world where everyone loves everyone else, sincerely, from the heart.

Imagine a place where people speak of each other only what is true, and only what will
build each other up;
e a place where everyone treats others the way they themselves want to be
treated;
e a place where self-centeredness, greed, and fighting are gone;

e a place where people live each day as joined to everyone else, as part of each
other, as members of one body;

e a place where gentleness and kindness are highly prized;

e a place where forgiveness, patience, and forbearance are the norm;

e a place where need is no more, since each person shares what they have, freely
and unafraid;

e a place where everything, everything is done in love.

Wouldn't you like to live in such a place? That's the kind of world our Creator is building.
And that's the kind of life He wants for you. He wants to grow it in you. He wants to help
you live such love in your home, on your job, in your neighborhood, among your friends.
And He wants to start today.

But how could anyone live such a life in this world of greed and brute force? What's
more, how can we live that kind of love when selfishness is so deeply rooted within us?

The good news is this: God is love (1 John 4:16). Our Creator is love. The One who
designed this world designed it for love. The One who designed us designed us for love.
Love is our purpose, our heritage, our destiny. Love is the rich life, the full life, the
natural life that He is giving to every one of us.

A life of love is not an heroic feat of self-control. As we trust Him simply, step-by-step,
we grow in Him. As we grow in Him, He grows in us. His love grows in us. It begins as a
tiny seed and grows into a beautiful tree that gives shelter and nourishment to everyone
around.



Look around you.

The entire earthly kingdom that runs on
greed and
self-indulgence,
now so dominant and pervasive,
will be judged by Almighty God and
utterly destroyed.

He will create a brand new society.

Hymn recording: Lord, You Are Love
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Lord, You Are Love

TUNE: I Must Tell Jesus (ORWIGSBURG)
2 Corinthians 5:14a; Ephesians 3:14-19; 1 John 3:16-18; 4:7-21
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