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Psalm 77 
(NASB) 

 

My voice rises to God, and I will cry aloud; 

My voice rises to God, and He will listen to me. 

In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord; 

In the night my hand was stretched out and did not grow weary; 

My soul refused to be comforted. 

When I remember God, then I am restless; 

When I sigh, then my spirit feels weak. 

You have held my eyelids open; 

I am so troubled that I cannot speak. 

I have considered the days of old, 

The years of long ago. 

I will remember my song in the night; 

I will meditate with my heart, 

And my spirit ponders: 

 

Will the Lord reject forever? 

And will He never be favorable again? 

Has His favor ceased forever? 

Has His promise come to an end forever? 

Has God forgotten to be gracious, 

Or has He in anger withdrawn His compassion? 

Then I said, “It is my grief, 

That the right hand of the Most High has changed.” 

 

I shall remember the deeds of the Lord; 

I will certainly remember Your wonders of old. 

I will meditate on all Your work, 

And on Your deeds with thanksgiving. 

Your way, God, is holy; 

What god is great like our God? 

You are the God who works wonders; 

You have made known Your strength among the peoples. 

By Your power You have redeemed Your people, 

The sons of Jacob and Joseph. 

 

The waters saw You, God; 

The waters saw You, they were in anguish; 

The ocean depths also trembled. 

The clouds poured out water; 

The skies sounded out; 



Your arrows flashed here and there. 

The sound of Your thunder was in the whirlwind; 

The lightning lit up the world; 

The earth trembled and shook. 

19 Your way was in the sea 

And Your paths in the mighty waters, 

And Your footprints were not known. 

You led Your people like a flock 

By the hand of Moses and Aaron.  



Reflection on Psalm 77 
 

My God, You never change. 

My body, 

my emotions,  

my world 

are blown about on a  

sea of change. 

 

You see all reality. 

You see and 

know and 

are only 

complete, absolute truth. 

I tend to see and feel through 

small and self-centered eyes. 

What I see and feel is often 

not reality. 

 

So when I pray to You, 

transcendent, 

all-knowing, 

almighty God, 

help me to keep my eyes focused always on 

You, 

not me. 

Keep me trusting You, 

loving You, and 

praising You. 

Keep me patiently waiting and 

rejoicing in 

Your perfect will and 

Your perfect timing. 

 

Hymn Recording: Psalm 77 
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Mark 4:3-20 
(NASB) 

 

“Listen to this! Behold, the sower went out to sow; as he was sowing, some seed fell 

beside the road, and the birds came and ate it up. Other seed fell on the rocky ground 

where it did not have much soil; and immediately it sprang up because it had no depth 

of soil. And when the sun had risen, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it 

withered away. Other seed fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked 

it, and it yielded no crop. Other seeds fell into the good soil, and as they grew up and 

increased, they yielded a crop and produced thirty, sixty, and a hundred times as 

much.” And He was saying, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

 

As soon as He was alone, His followers, along with the twelve disciples, began asking 

Him about the parables. And He was saying to them, “To you has been given the 

mystery of the kingdom of God, but for those who are outside, everything comes in 

parables, so that while seeing they may see, and not perceive, and while hearing, they 

may hear, and not understand, otherwise they might return and it would be forgiven 

them.” 

 

And He said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How will you understand all 

the parables? The sower sows the word. These are the ones who are beside the road 

where the word is sown; and when they hear, immediately Satan comes and takes 

away the word which has been sown in them. And in a similar way these are the ones 

sown with seed on the rocky places, who, when they hear the word, immediately 

receive it with joy; and yet they have no firm root in themselves, but are only temporary; 

then, when affliction or persecution occurs because of the word, immediately they fall 

away. And others are the ones sown with seed among the thorns; these are the ones 

who have heard the word, but the worries of the world, and the deceitfulness of wealth, 

and the desires for other things enter and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 

And those are the ones sown with seed on the good soil; and they hear the word and 

accept it and bear fruit, thirty, sixty, and a hundred times as much.” 

  



The Seed and the Soils 
 

God has good news to tell – 

wonderful news that can  

bless every life beyond imagination, 

news that will literally transform  

the entire world. 

The news is 

God’s new Kingdom, 

His glorious new relationship with  

all our race and with 

every individual. 

He longs for each of us to 

accept and 

enjoy this new relationship. 

It is free, and it brings  

untold wealth of  

joy and blessing. 

 

So He spreads the news everywhere, 

to every mind and heart. 

He is like a generous sower  

scattering seed over all kinds of soil, 

not wanting to miss a single spot 

where the soil might bear fruit. 

 

But some soil is too hard, 

so the seed never penetrates it. 

Some soil is too shallow for the seed to take root, 

so the seed springs up quickly 

but soon is withered by the hot sun. 

Some soil is too thorny, 

too cluttered with fruitless plants 

that choke out the seed and 

give it no chance to bear fruit. 

But some soil is good. 

It gives the seed room to 

take root, 

grow, and 

bear abundant fruit. 

 

How are you receiving God’s precious seed, 

His wonderful news of 



unbounded life and joy? 

What kind of soil is 

your mind and 

your heart? 

Are you receiving God’s seed with faith, 

giving it room to grow, 

keeping your heart and mind weeded of 

competing, fruitless priorities? 

 

Realize that we receive from God, 

not everything His infinite love longs to give, 

but only what our hardened, shallow, cluttered hearts will allow. 

 

Hymn Recording: The Seed and the Soils 
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Matthew 13:1-23; Mark 4:1-20



Matthew 11:25-30 
(NASB) 

 

At that time Jesus said, “I praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have 

hidden these things from the wise and intelligent, and have revealed them to infants. 

Yes, Father, for this way was well pleasing in Your sight. All things have been handed 

over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father; nor does 

anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son determines to 

reveal Him. 

 

“Come to Me, all who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke 

upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 

for your souls. For My yoke is comfortable, and My burden is light.” 

  



Come to Me 
 

What burdens you right now?  
Various situations and concerns probably  

parade through your mind.  
Each involves uncertainty and fear.  
 
Fear creates an imaginary world for us –  

a world in which there is no God,  
with all His love and  

power and  
promised faithfulness.  

Don’t live another day in that dark world!  
Christ invites us to come to Him and  

know Him.  
As we do, fear and its imaginary world melt away  

in the light of His love. 
 
But you may carry another burden that doesn’t immediately come to mind:  

the burden of self-concern.  
It’s the most constant,  

most distracting,  
most draining burden that any of us carries.  

It is the drive to constantly look out for ourselves and  
worry about ourselves and  
promote ourselves to those around us.  

 
It is another burden that melts away as we  

come to Christ and  
know and  
trust Him.  

We come to Christ with many burdens.  
We leave with only one:  

the burden of pleasing Him.  
But what an easy burden it is!  
All He asks is that we  

trust Him who has proven Himself trustworthy and  
love Him who is so loving and lovely.  

 

Hymn Recording: Come 
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Matthew 13:44-46 
(NASB) 

 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a man found and hid 

again; and from joy over it he goes and sells everything that he has, and buys that field. 

 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, and upon finding 

one pearl of great value, he went and sold everything that he had and bought it.” 

  



The Ultimate Treasure 
 

Father, You are life’s ultimate treasure. 

You are that one pearl of surpassing value. 

 

Every other good,  

every other goal is  

a mirage and  

a passing distraction. 

You are life that never ends. 

You are love that satisfies  

deeply and  

completely. 

You are security that can never be threatened. 

 

You are making me  

more than I ever dreamed I could be. 

 

My Lord, I gladly release everything else and 

embrace You! 

 

All truth, all reality  

flows from the truth that is in  

Jesus Christ.  

Father, make Him  

the defining truth,  

the defining reality of my life. 

 

Hymn Recording: Pearl of Great Price 
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John 6:1-14 
(NASB) 

 

After these things Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee (or Tiberias). 

A large crowd was following Him, because they were watching the signs which He was 

performing on those who were sick. But Jesus went up on the mountain, and there He 

sat with His disciples. 

 

Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was near. So Jesus, after raising His eyes and 

seeing that a large crowd was coming to Him, said to Philip, “Where are we to buy 

bread so that these people may eat?” But He was saying this only to test him, for He 

Himself knew what He intended to do. Philip answered Him, “Two hundred denarii worth 

of bread is not enough for them, for each to receive just a little!”  

 

One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to Him, “There is a boy here 

who has five barley loaves and two fish; but what are these for so many people?” Jesus 

said, “Have the people recline to eat.” Now there was plenty of grass in the place. So 

the men reclined, about five thousand in number. Jesus then took the loaves, and after 

giving thanks He distributed them to those who were reclining; likewise also of the fish, 

as much as they wanted.  

 

And when they had eaten their fill, He said to His disciples, “Gather up the leftover 

pieces so that nothing will be lost.” So they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets 

with pieces from the five barley loaves which were left over by those who had eaten. 

Therefore when the people saw the sign which He had performed, they said, “This is 

truly the Prophet who is to come into the world.” 

 

  



Feeding the Five Thousand 
 

Apart from the resurrection of Christ, 

the only miracle reported in all four gospels is 

the feeding of the five thousand. 

Clearly, to the gospel writers, 

it was uniquely important to  

understanding  

Jesus. 

 

So we tend to read the account and ask ourselves:  

As servants of Christ, 

how we are to respond to needs when 

they overwhelm our meager resources? 

 

But read further in John’s account, in John 6:26-65, and 

you’ll find Jesus telling the crowd that 

physical need is not the point of the event at all. 

In fact, Jesus pointedly says that we cannot do what He did, 

because we cannot be who He is. 

The feeding of the five thousand was a sign (v.26). 

A “sign” is an event, 

especially a miracle,  

intended to verify the truth of a teaching.  

Jesus intended the feeding of the five thousand to be a sign pointing to  

Himself as the Bread of Life,  

the unique satisfaction for all life’s hungers. 

The miracle was intended to shout, 

“Come to Me and satisfy your hunger forever!”  

But the crowd didn’t see the sign,  

only the free food.  

For people who worked hard for daily bread,  

free food was a powerful motivator.  

But Jesus continued to press them to  

understand the real purpose of the sign: 

“Do not work for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures 

to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you.” (John 6:27, NASB) 

 

He urged them to look beyond physical bread,  

which satisfies 

only our bodies, and 

only for a few hours. 

As the True Bread, 



the Bread of Life, 

Jesus provides 

complete life,  

complete provision for all we are,  

forever. 

Eternal life is 

Jesus Christ, and 

He freely shares all He is with 

all who come to Him and 

trust Him (John 6:29, 35) 

 

The feeding of the five thousand 

points backwards to manna in the wilderness, 

where God provided heavenly bread to 

those with no other source of food. 

As then, Jesus was teaching them to  

look to God and 

depend on Him 

for needs that no one and nothing else can meet. 

 

The feeding of the five thousand also  

points ahead to the last supper: 

“This is My body which is given for you” (Luke 22:19, NASB). 

His own body is the  

bread broken, 

blessed by the Father, 

to feed the human race 

when nothing else can. 

 

Feast yourself on Jesus Christ. 

Trust Him. 

Receive Him. 

Take Him in, and 

you will become one with Him, 

sharing in His magnificent life 

forever (John 6:56). 

 

Hymn Recording: Feeding the Five Thousand 

 

http://www.lnwhymns.com/data/mp3/808.mp3
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Matthew 13:31-32 
(NASB) 

 

He presented another parable to them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a 

mustard seed, which a person took and sowed in his field; and this is smaller than all 

the other seeds, but when it is fully grown, it is larger than the garden plants and 

becomes a tree, so that the birds of the sky come and nest in its branches.” 

 

 

Matthew 17:20 
(NASB) 

 

If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from 

here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.” 

 

 

Luke 17:5-6 
(NASB) 

 

The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” But the Lord said, “If you had faith 

the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and be 

planted in the sea’; and it would obey you.” 

 

 

 

  



The Unimposing Seed 
 

The Kingdom of God comes, 

His sovereign, eternal rule over all reality. 

But it does not come with  

a mighty angelic army or with 

a show of overwhelming force. 

 

It comes as a tiny seed – as 

a homeless, Galilean peasant, or as 

a simple step of childlike faith. 

The arrival of Almighty God is 

tiny, 

gentle, 

unimposing. 

 

But like a seed, it hides a  

mysterious, 

irrepressible life 

that grows and 

grows and 

grows  

until it permeates  

absolutely 

everything – 

all reality. 

 

Receive this seed into  

the soil of Your heart. 

Scatter this seed  

at every opportunity, and 

never underestimate its potential fruitfulness. 

And as you go through your daily life and 

as you sow your modest little seeds, 

remember that hidden in this seed is the 

almighty, 

all-encompassing, 

eternal life of 

God Himself. 

 

Hymn Recording: Kingdom Seed 

 

http://www.lnwhymns.com/data/mp3/824.mp3
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Matthew 4:17; 6:9-10; 13:31-33;
Mark 1:15; 4:26-32; John 12:24; 1 Corinthians 3:6-8



Matthew 8:11 
(NASB) 

 

“And I say to you that many will come from east and west, and recline at the table with 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.” 

  



From Every Nation 
 

[Jesus said:] “People will come from east and west and north and south, and will 
take their places…in the kingdom of God. (Luke 13:29, NIV) 

 
We were at the Church of the Annunciation in Nazareth, which commemorates the 
place where the angel announced to Mary that Messiah would be born of her. 
 
I was struck by the many languages, nationalities, and religious traditions that filled the 
church. They were like children on their first day in heaven, rushing from place to place, 
bubbling with excitement. Most had traveled long distances at great expense to be 
there. 
 
What a vivid reminder that people come to faith in Christ through many avenues. Those 
avenues are as varied as the cultures and personalities of all the people of all the ages.  
 
With each of us, our understanding of God is so partial and so marred by ignorance. But 
God’s goodness comes in many flavors, and His incarnation has so many beautiful 
faces. 
 

Father,  
You don’t rank individuals by  

importance or  
respectability, and  
neither should we.  

Each one is Your dearly-loved child, and  
we should treat each one as such. 

 

Hymn Recording: God of All People 

 

http://www.lnwhymns.com/data/mp3/361.mp3
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Psalm 13 
(NASB) 

 

How long, Lord? Will You forget me forever? 

How long will You hide Your face from me? 

How long am I to feel anxious in my soul, 

With grief in my heart all the day? 

How long will my enemy be exalted over me? 

 

Consider and answer me, O Lord my God; 

Enlighten my eyes, or I will sleep the sleep of death, 

And my enemy will say, “I have overcome him,” 

And my adversaries will rejoice when I am shaken. 

 

But I have trusted in Your faithfulness; 

My heart shall rejoice in Your salvation. 

I will sing to the Lord, 

Because He has looked after me. 

 

 

  



Reflection on Psalm 13 
 

I pray, but I sense no response. 

I feel engulfed in darkness, 

ignored, 

abandoned, 

alone. 

How long, Lord? 

How long? 

 

But Jesus felt this way, too. 

He was fully, perfectly one with You, 

perfectly pleasing to You, 

perfectly holy. 

Yet in the garden, on the night of His arrest, 

He told His disciples, 

“My soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death.” (Matthew 26:38, NASB) 

He was in deepest need. 

But when He reached out for human support, 

He received none. 

When He prayed, 

You gave Him no way out – 

only a way through. 

 

Father, when I can’t see You acting or 

sense Your presence, 

I trust Your power. 

I trust Your wisdom. 

I trust Your love. 

I pray with Your Son, 

“Not my will, but Yours be done.” (Matthew 26:39, para.) 

 

I trust You, Lord. 

 

Hymn Recording: Psalm 13 

 

http://www.lnwhymns.com/data/mp3/656.mp3
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Psalm 13

Alt. Tune: BOYLSTON
Copyright © 2018 by LNWhymns.com (ASCAP). All rights reserved.

Administered by Music Services.
CCLI Song #7121062. For CCLI information call 1-800-234-2446.

 q     = 80

Tune: Blest Be the Tie That Binds (DENNIS)
Psalm 13; Matthew 26:36-44



John 6:15-21 
(NASB) 

 

Jesus, aware that they intended to come and take Him by force to make Him king, 

withdrew again to the mountain by Himself, alone. 

 

Now when evening came, His disciples went down to the sea, and after getting into a 

boat, they started to cross the sea to Capernaum. It had already become dark, and 

Jesus had not yet come to them. In addition, the sea began getting rough, because a 

strong wind was blowing. 

 

Then, when they had rowed about twenty-five or thirty stadia, they saw Jesus walking 

on the sea and coming near the boat; and they were frightened. But He said to them, “It 

is I; do not be afraid.” So they were willing to take Him into the boat, and immediately 

the boat was at the land to which they were going. 

 

 

  



He Comes to Us 
 

When God’s loved ones are in need, 

nothing can keep Him away. 

 

He came to us on the Sea of Galilee 

in the midst of the storm. 

 

He came to us on Golgotha. 

 

He will come to us on that final day 

on clouds with great power and glory. 

 

Nothing can separate God from His people, and 

nothing can separate us from His love. 

 

Hymn Recording: See Him Walk on the Water 

 

http://www.lnwhymns.com/data/mp3/267.mp3
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WORDS:  Ken Bible
MUSIC:    Traditional Folk Tune and Ken Bible

See Him Walk on the Water    
Matthew 14:22-33; Mark 6:45-52; John 6:16-21

q  = 76



&

?

bbb

b b b

..

..

..

..

œœ œœ œœ
might
speak
might
speak

y
a
y
a

I
ble
I

ble
œœ œœ œ

œ

F m9 B b 7
rit. last time

1, 3

˙̇
AM!

AM!

˙̇

E b
2 D.C.

˙̇
U

love!

˙̇U

E b
4

˙̇
U

love!

˙̇U

E b

-
- -
-
- -



1 Peter 1:6-7 
(NASB) 

 

In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have 

been distressed by various trials, so that the proof of your faith, being more precious 

than gold which perishes though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise, glory, 

and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ  



In Suffering 

 

Father, You gave Your precious, only Son to suffer for us sinners. 

Self-sacrifice was Your loving will for Him. 

It is Your loving will for each of Your children. 

It is Your loving will for me. 

When I suffer as Your child, 

I share more fully in the beautiful work of Christ. 

I share more fully in Him. 

I share more fully in You. 

 

Father, I crave relief. 

I humbly ask You for it and trust You to give it 

in Your perfect way, 

in Your perfect time. 

 

Until then, I commit myself to Your care 

as Christ committed Himself when He suffered. 

You are always love,  

You are always good, and 

You are always with me. 

When suffering comes to Your children, 

it is always a transition,  

never a destination. 

Suffering is always temporary. 

 

So, Father, as Your child, 

I trust You, 

I look to You, and 

I wait on You.  

Use this to Your glory. 

 

Hymn Recording: Father, in This Suffering 

 

http://www.lnwhymns.com/data/mp3/568.mp3
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SCOTTISH BALLAD 
6.7.6.7.6.7.6.7.6.

WORDS: Ken Bible
MUSIC:   Traditional Scottish Tune and Ken Bible

Father, in This Suffering
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Psalm 23:4-6; 42; Isaiah 43:1-3a; John 15:11; Romans 8:16-28;
2 Corinthians 4:7-18; Philippians 1:29; 3:7-11; 2 Timothy 2:12a; 1 Peter 4:12-16; 5:10


