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Introduction

Too often the truth of the Trinity is dismissed as
dry,
theoretical, and
incomprehensible.

But this truth about God is as
rich and
meaningful
as He is.
Like all other aspects of His nature,
it glows with His
unfailing love (grace) and
absolute dependability (truth).

The Trinity: God Engulfs Us in Himself
is a brief tapestry of
scriptures,
reflections,
prayers, and
hymns.
It does not pretend to be a
complete treatment of the subject.
Its intent is to bring out just a bit of the
rich reality
that is the Trinity:
God is
Father,
Son, and
Holy Spirit;
And as such, He envelops us human creatures in
all He is.

--Ken Bible



We fall to grasp
the wonderful reality of God because
in our small and self-centered hearts,
we cannot conceive any Being
so much greater than ourselves.

In the Beginning, Father, Son, and Spirit

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was formless
and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God
was moving over the surface of the waters. (Genesis 1:1-2, NASB)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through Him,
and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. In Him
was life, and the life was the Light of men. (John 1:1-4, NASB)

All that has been,
all that is,
all that will be
is the story of Father and Son.
All reality flows from them and
from the Spirit they share.

Father and Son are closer than our limited understanding
can imagine two personalities being.
They are closer than
thought and word, than
light and radiance.
They are as inseparable as a
loving heart and
loving hands.
They are different persons sharing
one Life, one Love,
one Being, one Breath.
The Breath they share between them
is their Spirit.
He is their life in motion, blowing like the wind,
moving,
giving,
loving.

Complete in power,



complete in wisdom,
their boundless love overflowed into
worlds upon worlds.
The Father willed,
the Son worked,
and their mighty Breath brooded over
what was still empty and unformed.
From their willing and working and breathing came
a rich banquet of spiritual and sensual reality:
light and life,
fire and air,
water and land,
plants and animals,
color and sound.
All reality was aglow with the magnificence of
Father, Son, and Spirit.

Then the One Being spoke
from the perfection of their life and love and oneness:
“Let us make a being in our image.”
The Father willed,
and the Son worked,
and the Breath breathed,
and behold, a human being, created
to will and work and breathe,
to live and create and rule in this garden world.

Then to complete the human,
the one became two —
two beings, one flesh,
so they could live the loving unity of Father, Son, and Spirit.

The One Being saw everything they had made,
and it was good.
It was very good!

In this vast universe,
we humans are significant for one reason only:
the Creator loves us.
We are important because
we are important to Him.

Hymn recording: From You, Through You, To You
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From You, Through You, To You

Romans 11:32-36; 1 Corinthians 8:6;
Colossians 1:15-16; Revelation 5:11-14
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Fall and Incarnation
John 1:10-14; Genesis 2 — 3

He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not
know Him. He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive
Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children
of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood nor
of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became
flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten
from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:10-14, NASB)

Father, Son, and Spirit gifted the humans with the freedom
to will and work and breathe,
to live and create and rule.

They shared with the human beings the right to
think and choose.

A Rebel, a Liar, a Hater, a Destroyer,
a created being who had turned his own gift of choice
entirely toward himself,
seduced the humans into doing the same.
They chose
their own will,
their own wisdom,
their own sovereignty instead of the Father, Son, and Spirit.
They chose
darkness instead of light,
shame instead of glory,
a curse instead of blessing,
grief instead of joy,
death instead of life.

But the love of the One Being was
still full and overflowing,
still giving and longing for the creature He had made.
Instead of abandoning the humans,
He drew still closer to them.
From His unquenchable love,
the One Being came to them.
He didn’t send them a messenger;
He came Himself.
He didn'’t just speak to them.



He joined Himself to them.
He became one with them.
He became one of them.

When the time was right,

the Father willed, and

the Spirit breathed, and

and the Word, the Son, became flesh.
Heaven and earth,

holy and human,

creature and Creator

were again One.

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty
Maker of heaven and earth,
of things seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God of God,

Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven.

By the power of the Holy Spirit
he was born of the Virgin Mary, and
became man.

--from The Nicene Creed

Hymn recording: Before the Starry Universe
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Before the Starry Universe
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The Father and Spirit in the Son’s Ministry

Jesus the incarnate Son was
one with the Father
through the Spirit

He had been one with the Father
through all eternity. (John 1:1-2)
He became flesh by
the Holy Spirit
conceiving Him in the womb of the virgin Mary. (Luke 1:35)

Jesus began His ministry at His baptism by
humbling Himself to bear our sins.

As He did, the Father and Spirit testified to the Son, both

visibly and

audibly:
Now when all the people were baptized, and while He was praying, heaven was
opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in bodily form like a dove, and
a voice came out of heaven, “You are My beloved Son, in You | am well-
pleased.” (Luke 3:21-22, NASB)

Throughout His ministry,

Jesus only said what the Father

gave Him to say.
“Do you not believe that | am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The words
that | say to you | do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in Me
does His works.” (John 14:10, NASB)

How could a human being
only, always speak the words of God?
The Holy Spirit enabled Him.
The Son,
Whom the Father has sent,
speaks the very words of God;
for the Father gives Him the Spirit
without any limits. (John 3:34, para.)

Hymn recording: Your Love, Holy Father
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Your Love, Holy Father

John 14:15-27; 15:9-11; 16:19-24; 17:13, 20-26
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The Father’s Gift

Father, we are thoroughly human,
made from dust.
You are thoroughly transcendent,
infinitely above us.
How can we ever be fully united with You?

You show us Jesus.

He was completely human,
yet You and He were completely one
because You shared the same Spirit.
You shared the same Breath.

You lived as one.
You spoke as one.
You loved as one.

Your Son came to fill us with Your Spirit,
the Spirit that made Him so
beautiful and complete in You.

He came to share with us
His relationship with You,

His life in You,
His oneness with You.

This life-changing Gift is poured out
among us and
within us
by simple faith.
And what a marvelous Gift He is!
Yet He is only a down-payment,
only a small taste of
our full and eternal oneness with You.

One with You, Father,
one in Your Son,
one through Your Spirit,

fully and forever.
This is the Gift You have given.
You Yourself are the Gift.
Praise to You!

Hymn recording: Treasure
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Treasure

Matthew 13:44-46; 16:24; John 10:10; 20:21-22;
Romans 5:20-21; Philippians 3:7-14
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Our All-encompassing God

“If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. | will ask the Father, and He
will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know
Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.

“I will not leave you as orphans; | will come to you. After a little while the world
will no longer see Me, but you will see Me; because | live, you will live also. In
that day you will know that | am in My Father, and you in Me, and | in you.

He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me;
and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and | will love him and

will disclose Myself to him.

“If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and
We will come to him and make Our abode with him.” (John 14:15-21, 23, NASB)

No matter how we stretch, we cannot wrap our imaginations around Almighty God.

He is God our Father and Creator. The physical world is a picture of His generosity, His
wisdom, and His unbounded power. The seasons and centuries sing His faithfulness.
The heavens are a tiny window to the mystery and infinity of His being. Every moment,
from birth to death, He wraps us in the light and texture of His love.

He is God the Son. He is all of God become completely human . . . just like us but
without sin. He emptied Himself to become our Brother, our Savior, our Sacrifice, our
Healer. He is the new Adam, inviting us to be born again into a whole new race of holy,
glorified beings filled with His endless life.

He is God the Spirit. He is the breath of God within us. He is love, wisdom, and power
uniting with who we are, giving us everything we need for a godly life (2 Peter 1:3, NIV).

Our imaginations cannot encompass the Almighty Triune God. But He encompasses us,
body and soul, imagination and spirit, every breath and throughout eternity.

Hymn recording: Holy, Holy, Holy God
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Holy, Holy, Holy God

TUNE: Holy God, We Praise Thy Name (GROSSER GOTT)
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 36:16 — 37:28
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Knowing the Unknowable

“When the Helper comes, whom | will send to you from the Father, that is the
Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me.

“He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but
whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to

come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. All
things that the Father has are Mine; therefore | said that He takes of Mine and
will disclose it to you.” (John 15:26; 16:13-15, NASB)

Who completely understands the Trinity, how Three Persons can be One Being and
One Being can be Three Persons?

Yet all who receive God’s Spirit experience the Trinity. We share in their love and unity.
We taste their oneness and their individuality.

The Father showed His heart, His mind, and His deep love for us beautifully and
completely in Christ. The Holy Spirit speaks this revelation to individuals all over the
world. He makes the truth in Christ universal, constant, and personal.

The Father made Himself human in Jesus. He became small, earthly, and touchable.
The Holy Spirit takes Jesus beyond the limits of a physical body and breathes Him all
around us and within us.

God has wrapped us in Himself—

Father Creator,

Human Son,

Universal Spirit.
The life of God the Father is breathing through us. The Word that spoke all worlds into
existence is recreating us. The Spirit that brooded over the waters is reshaping us. We
share the love and unity of the Father, Son, and Spirit, becoming one with them and, in
the process, one with each other. We are becoming more like Christ yet more truly
ourselves, more individuals yet more one.

Hymn recording: One with God
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One with God

John 14:15-23; 17:20-24
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Sharing in the Trinity

Jesus ushers us into
the full unity, love, and fellowship of
Father, Son, and Spirit.

God is our Father, who lavishly, joyfully shares
His life and existence with us.
God is the Son,
our Brother,
who fully became one of us,
reuniting us with the Father.
God is the Spirit,
who breathes the Son
among us and within us.

God is Father, Son, and Spirit,
One God,
One undivided being,
One self-giving love,
yet three distinct persons.
Each envelops us in God in unigue ways and at the same time,
enables our union with all the Others.

Their complete oneness,

their unbroken sharing,
is the heaven of peace and wholeness

into which all believers are being drawn.
This oneness gave Jesus the

holy,

peaceful,

completely sufficient life He enjoyed,
even while wrapped in poverty and suffering.

Jesus ushers us into
this full unity, love, and fellowship in the
Father, Son, and Spirit.

Hymn recording: Trinity Hymn
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Trinity

Hymn

TUNE: Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven (LAUDA ANIMA)
Genesis 1:1-2; Matthew 1:23; 28:18-20; John 1:1-5, 14; 14:15-27; 15:26; 16:12-15;
Ephesians 1:13-14; 3:14-21; Colossians 2:9-10; Hebrews 1:1-3
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Prayer to the Triune God

O Lord our God,

You share Yourself with us
so completely,
SO graciously,
so beautifully.

You are our Father Creator.
Existence itself is Yours alone, and

You joyfully share it with us.
You lavish on us

Your life,

Your love,

Your wisdom,

Your glory.

You are Jesus,
our divine yet human Brother.
You tenderly, sacrificially became
one with us in every way.
By sharing
our weakness,
our suffering, and
our death,
You reunited us with God our Father.
Thank You, Lord!
Thank You!

You are God the Spirit.
You breathe
into us and
among us
the life of the Father and
the life of the Son.

O boundless,
mysterious,
merciful,
all-encompassing God!
You envelop us in Yourself
every moment in
every way.



In You we

live and

move and

have our being.
Today, Lord, help us
worship You for all You are!

Hymn recording: Give God What Is God’s
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Give God What Is God’s

Genesis 2:7; Mathew 22:21; Mark 12:17; John 14:16-17; 17:23; Acts 17:28; 20:28;
Romans 12:1-2; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20; Galatians 2:20; 1 Peter 1:18-19
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At Home with the Father, Son, and Spirit

“If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and
We will come to him and make Our abode with him.” (John 14:23, NASB)

Earlier in this same chapter, in John 14:1-3,
Jesus said that the Father’s house has many
“dwelling places” and that
He will come again and take us to live with Him forever.

But then He says, in v. 23 (see above), that if we love the Father,
He will love us and
come to us and
make His “abode” with us here and now.

The NIV translates “abode” (NASB) as “home.”

But actually, it's the same Greek word as “dwelling places” in v. 1.

The God who will one day return to take us to His home (14:1-3)
makes His home with us even now —
Father, Son, and Spirit (14:23).

Here in this world, the triune God dwells with us,
humble and human as we are.

They know us,
flaw by flaw,
yet They gladly join their life to ours.

We share Their love,

Their peace,
Their joy.

We breathe Their breath.

They live in us, and
we in Them.

Their holy life is a growing part of our own.

Our togetherness has a beautiful beginning now and
a glorious completion hereafter.

Our satisfaction in God and
our rest in Him

are not limited by time or place.

They are not just someday.

They are here and now and forever
as we simply trust Him.

Hymn recording: Father and Son
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Father and Son
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Sharing Jesus’ Father-Son Relationship
Read John 14:6-27

Jesus’ relationship with His Father was surprising and intriguing. But consider this:
Jesus longs to share that relationship with each of us. He longs for us to participate in
the love that flows unhindered among the Father, Son, and Spirit:

‘I am in my Father, and you are in me, and | am in you. Whoever has my
commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be
loved by my Father, and | too will love him and show myself to him...We will come
to him and make our home with him.” (John 14:20-21, 23, NIV)

Jesus is a living example of what our relationship with our Father can be. He is the living
truth about what God wants for each of His children.

Complete sufficiency in every situation

Complete peace, joy, and love

Complete dependence on the Father

Complete emptiness before the Father as the key to sharing His strength

The security of knowing that we only say what the Father tells us to say and
only do what the Father shows us to do

How does this happen? How do we come to share in Jesus’ relationship with His
Father? By a growing trust in the Father and a growing reliance on the Spirit of Jesus
within us.

Study the life of Jesus, especially in the Gospel of John. Pay particular attention to what
He says about His relationship with His Father. As you see how He lived, all through
faith, the hunger will grow in you to share His beautiful, simple relationship with the
Father. The Father, the Son, and the Spirit all deeply desire to share that relationship
with you.

There is a perpetual humility of
the Son toward the Father
that | find so beautiful (1 Corinthians 15:28).
There is no jostling for position between them, and
there need be none in our thinking about them.
Each of us,
all of us
can enter into their beautiful,
perfectly-peaceful,
perfectly-loving,
perfectly-united relationship
through Jesus Christ.

Hymn recording: Each Moment by Faith
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Each Moment by Faith

TUNE: ASH GROVE

John 5:19-20, 30; 14:10; 2 Corinthians 12:9; Philippians 2:5-11
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Tuned to the Father
John 17:20-26

“l do not ask on behalf of these alone [the twelve disciples], but for those also
who believe in Me through their word; that they may all be one; even as You,
Father, are in Me and | in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world
may believe that You sent Me. The glory which You have given Me | have given
to them, that they may be one, just as We are one; | in them and You in Me, that
they may be perfected in unity.” (John 17:20-23, NASB)

In John 17 Jesus’ prayer and His vision encompass,
not just His disciples,
not just all who would believe through them,
but the entire glorified Church with Him in heaven.
His prayer,
His vision,
His deepest longing
is that we all be one.
But one with whom?
And how?

An orchestra tunes,

not by all attempting to tune to each other,

but by each individual tuning to a common pitch.
In the same way, our unity starts with

the unity between Father and Son.
Their unity is born of deep love and unbroken sharing.
As we trust that Jesus is one with the Father,

the Holy Spirit makes us part of their sharing.
The Spirit tunes each of us to the Father and Son.
Our unity with each other is a by-product of

our union with them.

The Father loves us as completely as
He loves His own Son.

All the blessings of eternal life and eternal oneness
flow from the Father’s love.

Hymn recording: Father, As You Love Your Son
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Father, As You Love Your Son

TUNE: AURA LEE (Love Me Tender)
John 14:20-23; 17:20-26
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Glorify Jesus Christ

[Jesus said,] “As the Father has sent Me, | also send you.” (John 20:21, NASB)

The Father sent His Son into the world.
He equipped Him with His own Spirit and sent Him to
speak the Father’s words and
do the Father’s work
in the Father’s power.
The Son came with this burning desire:
to glorify the Father.

The Son sends us into the world.
He equips us with His own Spirit and sends us to
speak His words and
do His work
in His power.
We go with this burning desire:
to glorify Jesus Christ.

His Spirit has one aim,
to glorify Christ (John 16:14), and
He fills us with that same desire.
We want to
think,
speak,
live, and
serve
so that everyone around can see how
wonderful,
gracious, and
loving is Jesus Christ, the Living Son of God.

Hymn recording: Not |, but Christ
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All the Fullness of God

In [Christ] all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form,

and in Him we have been made complete (Colossians 2:9-10, NASB).
And through the Spirit of Christ within, we can be

filled up to all the fullness of God (Ephesians 3:19, NASB).

What a beautiful reality it is for individuals to enjoy
the fullness of God within and to be made
complete in Christ!

But when we trace the idea of “fullness” through Ephesians,
we discover an even grander truth.
God paints on a broader, more glorious canvas than we can imagine!

Ephesians 1:10 says that in the fullness of the times,
God will sum up all things in Christ,
all things in heaven and on earth.
Think of it! All reality one with Christ!
Ephesians 1:22-23 says that we the Church are
the very body of the glorious, exalted Christ.
We are the fullness of Him who fills all in all!
Ephesians 3:17-19 says that we know the full dimensions of God’s unknowable love
with all the saints, in fellowship with God’s people.
Only together will we fully grasp and experience God’s indescribable love.
Ephesians 4 urges us to use our Christ-given gifts
to equip each other for service,
to build up the Body of Christ,
until together we become fully mature,
measuring up to the full stature of
the fullness of Christ (4:30).

In its ultimate form, in its highest fulfillment, the fuliness of God —
Father, Son, and Spirit —
will be not just a Christlike individual, but
a Christlike society,
an entire race that is so one with Christ that it can only be described
as His bride...as His own body.
In a very real sense, our magnificent triune God will be incarnate,
not just in a Person,
but in a people.

Hymn recording: Fullness of God



http://www.lnwhymns.com/data/mp3/614.mp3

Fullness of God

TUNE: O Perfect Love
John 3:34; Ephesians 1:13-14; 3:14-19; Colossians 2:9-10
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1.Full - ness of God, Your Spir - it, O my Fa - ther
2. Full - ness of God, Your Spir - it, O my Fa - ther,
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All that You are lives ful - ly in Your  Son.
Free - ly You pour on all who trust Your  Son.
Un - bro-Kken peace, love’s length and depth and height,
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Ho - ly and hu - man now are ful - Iy one.
Full - ness of joy and heav - en here be - gun.
(0] how we long for You, Lord Je - sus Christ!
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WORDS: Ken Bible PERFECT LOVE
MUSIC: Joseph Barnby; arr. by Ken Bible 11.10.11.10.
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Worshiping the Trinity

Sovereign God,
our Creator,
our Father,
Jesus Christ,
our Savior,
our Brother,
Holy Spirit,
Breath of God,
Wind of God —

we worship You!
We exalt You!
We bow in wonder at
the depth and
richness of Your mystery.

Almighty,
eternal, and
holy,
above us,
with us,
within us,
You engulf us in
the magnificence of
all You are.

Praise to Youl!
PRAISE to You!
PRAISE to YOU!

Hymn recording

: Worship Father, Son, and Spirit



http://www.lnwhymns.com/data/mp3/468.mp3

Worship Father, Son,

Revelation 4:8, 11; 5:13

and Spirit
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2. Word of the Fa - ther, Ho - 1y and hu - man,
3.Breath of the Fa - ther, Spir - it of Je - sus,
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Source of all be - ing, all - tran - scend - ing, sov-’reign God!
On - ly-be - got - ten Son of God and Son of Man,
Come in Your full - ness,make us ev - er all Your own,
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Heav - en ex - alts You! Lord, we ex - alt You,
Born as our Sav - ior, Died as our Sav - ior,
One with the Fa - ther, One in Christ Je - sus,
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WORDS: Ken Bible, inspired by the Te Deum Laudamus PANIS ANGELICUS 2

MUSIC: Cesar Franck and Ken Bible
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Ho - ly, ho-1ly, ho - ly, our Truth, our Light, our Life!
Ris - en to the Fa - ther, our Lamb, our Priest, our King!
One in per-fect un - ion, one heart, one life, one love!
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Ho - ly, ho-ly, ho - ly, our Truth, our Light, our Life!
Ris - en to the Fa ther, our Lamb, our Priest, our King!
One in per-fect un - ion, one heart, one life, one love!
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